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GLOSSARY 
 
 

Allocation The amount of water a licence holder can extract from the river during a year 
(does not include off-allocation water).  This is calculated by multiplying the 
amount of entitlement to water of a water licence by the percentage allocation for 
the current water year (declared by DLWC).  This depends on how much water is 
in the dams and the minimum inflow of tributaries below the dam. 
 

Anabranch A stream that leaves the river and re-joins it further down. 
 

Biodiversity The variety of all life forms, comprising genetic diversity (within species), species 
diversity (between species) and ecosystem diversity. 
 

Block Bank An earth bank placed in a waterway or on a floodplain to divert water passage. 
 

Cap A limit on the amount of water which may be diverted from the river for 
consumptive uses, eg the Murray Darling Basin Ministerial Council announced a 
cap on water use in the Murray Darling Basin in 1995. 
 

Catchment The area of land drained by a river and its tributaries. 
 

Catchment 
Management 
Authority 

New South Wales Government Agency with responsibility for Catchment 
Management.  They are based on regional areas and report to an appointed board 
who in turn reports to the Minister of Natural Resources. 

Channel Capacity The volume of water which can pass along the river channel at a certain point 
without spilling over the tops of banks. 
 

Confluence The point at which two or more streams flow together. 
 

Contingency 
Allowance 

A volume of water reserved in a supply dam for release in response to ecological 
and/or water quality needs, eg release may be required to maintain water levels in 
a wetland to enable waterbirds to complete breeding, or to flush an algal bloom. 
 

Dryland Salinity Accumulation of salt in the soil and water of non-irrigated areas, caused by 
clearing vegetation in areas with saline water tables; the uptake of water by plants 
is reduced, allowing the watertable with soluble salts to rise, killing plants and 
creating bare areas of land prone to erosion. 
 

Ecosystem Any system in which there is an interdependence upon an interaction between 
living organisms and their immediate physical, chemical and biological 
environment, such as a pond, forest or wetland. 
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Effluent Creek A creek which leaves a watercourse and does not rejoin it (the opposite of a 

tributary). 
 

Environment The Protection of the Environment Administration Act 1991 defines the 
environment as: 

components of the earth including: 
• land, air and water 
• any layer of the atmosphere 
• any organic or inorganic matter and any living organism 
• human-made or modified structures and areas, and includes interacting 

natural ecosystems that include components of the above. 
 

Environmental 
Flows 

Flows, or characteristics of flow patterns, which are either protected or created for 
environmental purposes. 
 

Ephemeral Temporary or intermittent, for instance a creek or wetland which dries out 
periodically. 
 

Extraction Water taken from rivers for off-stream or consumptive use. 
 

Fishway A structure designed to enable fish to move through a physical barrier (dam or 
weir) in a waterway.  Sometimes called a fish ladder. 
 

Flood Runner A natural channel in a floodplain which carries flowing water only during a flood. 
 

Floodplain Flat land adjacent to a river that is inundated when the river overflows its banks 
during floods. 
 

Floods Flows which are high enough at their peak to overrun river banks or cause flow 
through to high-level anabranches, flood runners or wetlands. 
 

Flow Regime The pattern of flow in river which can be described in terms of quantity, 
frequency, duration and seasonal nature of water flows. 
 

Freshes Flows that produce a substantial rise in river height for a short period, but which 
do not overrun the river banks or inundate adjacent land. 
 

Groundwater Underground water filling the void in rocks; water in the zone of saturation in the 
earth’s crust. 
 

Habitat The type of environment in which plants and animals occur. 
 

Hydrology The study of the distribution and movement of water. 
 

Indicator Any physical, chemical or biological characteristic used as a measure of 
environmental quality. 
 

Median value The middle value in a sequence. 
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Megalitre (ML) One million litres. 

 
Natural Flow 
Regime 
 

The likely pattern of flow before European settlement in Australia. 
 

Off-Allocation 
Flows 

Water which has not been released from storage, but comes from dam spills and/or 
inflows from tributaries below the dam. 
 

Regulated A river or creek where water is released from major government-owned storages 
to meet diversion requirements. 
 

Regulator A structure used to control the flow of water, for example, diverting water away 
from the main channel down an effluent stream. 
 

Retaining Bank A constructed embankment to prevent river overflow. 
 

Riparian Zone Land which adjoins, or directly influences a body of water. 
 

Tributary A river or creek which flows into a larger river. 
 

Unregulated A river or stream where water is not released from major storages to meet user 
requirements.  There may still be dams or weirs built on unregulated streams by 
private users. 
 

Watertable The surface of a groundwater body. 
 

Wetland Areas that are wet for a long enough period such that the plants and animals living 
in them are adapted to, and often dependent on, living in wet conditions for at 
least party of their life cycle.  The inundation determines the type and productivity 
of the soils and plant and animal communities. 
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LIST OF ABBREVIATIONS 
 
Where terms in the Yanco Creek System Natural Resource Management Plan are used they mean the following: 
 
ABS   Australian Bureau of Statistics 
ANZECC (2000) Australia & New Zealand Environment & Conservation Council- Guidelines for Water 

Quality Monitoring and Reporting. 
ARMCANZ Agriculture & Resource Management Council of Australia & New Zealand 
CCD   Coleambally Catchment Drain 
CIA   Coleambally Irrigation Area 
CICL   Coleambally Irrigation Co-operative Ltd 
COLMOR  DIPNR water quality and flow station 410014, Colombo Creek at Morunda 
COLURA  DIPNR water quality and flow station 410100628, Colombo Creek at Urana Road. 
CMA   Catchment Management Authority 
CSIRO   Commonwealth Scientific and Industrial Research Organisation 
DIPNR   Department of Infrastructure Planning and Natural Resources 
DLRA   Department of Lands & Rural Affairs 
EC   Electrical Conductivity 
EP & A   Environmental Planning & Assessment 
EPA   Environmental Protection Authority 
IMEF   Integrated Monitoring of Environmental Flows 
IPAP   Integrated Procedures & Assessment Protocols 
IVR   Interactive Voice Response 
LEP   Local Environmental Plan 
LGA   Local Government Area 
LWD   Large Woody Debris (commonly known as snags) 
MCMB   Murrumbidgee Catchment Management Board 
MEU   Ministry of Energies and Utilities 
MI   Murrumbidgee Irrigation 
MIA    Murrumbidgee Irrigation Area 
MIL   Murray Irrigation Ltd 
ML   Megalitres- 1 Million Litres = 1ML 
MPII   Murrumbidgee Private Irrigators Inc. 
MRCSC  Murrumbidgee River Customer Service Committee 
MRMC   Murrumbidgee River Management Committee 
NPWS   National Parks & Wildlife Service 
NRMP   Natural Resource Management Plan 
NTU   Nephebmetric Turbidity Units 
NVC   Native Vegetation Conservation Act 1997 
OH & S  Occupational Health & Safety 
RFI   Rivers & Foreshores Improvement Act 1948 
SCADA  Supervisory Control and Data Acquisition 
TS   Total Phosphorus 
WAMC   Water Advisory Management Committee  
WMA   Water Management Act 2000 
WRRVMP  Western Riverina Regional Vegetation Management Plan 
WSP   Water Sharing Plan 
YANCKB  DIPNR water quality and flow station 410169, Yanco Creek at Bridge 321 
YANCKS  DIPNR water quality and flow station 410007, Yanco Creek at Offtake. 
YANMOR  DIPNR water quality and flow station 410015, Yanco Creek at Morunda. 
YCATAC  Yanco Creek and Tributaries Advisory Council Inc 
YCS   Yanco Creek System 
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