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Reminder that the Murrumbidgee and Murray Lower Darling water 
sharing plans will recommence 1 July 2011 

 
 
NSW Water Commissioner, David Harriss, today reminded all water users in the Murrumbidgee 
and the NSW Murray and Lower Darling valleys that the water sharing plans for these valleys 
would recommence on 1 July 2011. 
 
These water sharing plans were suspended in November 2006 due to the extreme drought. 
 
“Since that time critical water management strategies, which involved extraordinary water 
sharing arrangements, have been in place,” said Mr Harriss. 
 
Mr Harriss said that to help water users through the extreme drought conditions experienced 
over the last four years, access to carryover was increased above the normal levels permitted 
under the water sharing plans for many users.  
 
“Following the welcome improvement to water availability across NSW this year, access to 
carryover provisions for high and general security entitlement holders will apply for the last time 
as we move from 2010/11 to 2011/12.”  
 
“In the NSW Murray Valley, this means that carryover to 1 July 2011 will be up to a maximum of 
100 per cent for high and general security entitlement holders.” 
 
“In addition, carryover for conveyance entitlement holders, into 2011/12 only, will also be 100 
percent.” 
 
In the Murrumbidgee Valley, carryover to 1 July 2011 will be up to a maximum of 30 per cent for 
high and general security entitlement holders. 
 
Conveyance provisions established during the drought will be maintained into 2011/2012. 
 
“The recent improvement in water availability also allows the environmental flow provisions in 
water sharing plans to be recommenced,” he said.  
 
“For the Murrumbidgee, Murray and Lower Darling valleys, all of the environmental flow 
provisions that have not yet recommenced will do so now. This will enable a smooth transition 
through to the commencement of water sharing plans on 1 July 2011.” 
 
“Intervalley trade from the Murrumbidgee Valley was stopped in January 2011 due to physical 
delivery constraints; however, trade into the Murrumbidgee and trade to and from the Murray 
and Lower Darling valleys can continue.”  
 
“Trade across the Barmah Choke on the Murray is being constantly monitored and is currently 
allowed both upstream and downstream.” 
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Mr Harriss reminded all licence holders that there is no need to apply for carryover.  
 
“Account balances will be automatically brought forward on July 1 in accordance with these 
rules,” Mr Harriss said. 
 
Mr Harriss also reminded users that dam levels will be higher at the start of this winter than 
previously and full allocations are likely for high security licence entitlement holders from the 
start of the water year.  
 
He said that all water users should take the time to familiarise themselves with their respective 
water sharing plan. 
 
All water sharing plans can be found on the Office of Water’s website at 
www.water.nsw.gov.au 
 


