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Murrumbidgee Water Resource Plan Surface Water (SW9) Status and Issues 

Paper 

Murrumbidgee Private Irrigators Incorporated (MPII) appreciates the opportunity to make 

this submission on the Murrumbidgee Water Resource Plan Surface Water (SW9) Status and 

Issues Paper released on 17 February 2017. 

Introduction: 

MPII represents around 400 irrigators on the full length of the Murrumbidgee River, and 

Yanco Creek System.  Our members live from Batlow to Balranald and from Jerilderie to 

Moulamein.  We also have a number of “operators” amongst our members although volumes 

of water are vastly smaller than the irrigation corporations.  We account for approximately 

one third of the diversions on the Murrumbidgee system with approximately 400,000 

megalitres being made up of High Security and General Security entitlements dispersed 

amongst our 400 members.  

 

There are a number of points MPII wish to raise in relation to the Status and Issues Paper. 

 

New Issues.  

Section 3.6 of the issues paper surrounded Managing Risks to water availability caused by 

increase in number of farm dams. A real concern is plantation forestry and its impact on 

runoff.  As plantation forestry areas grow the amount of runoff to tributaries decreases which 

can have significant impact on stream flow and water availability for all water users. 

Existing Issues identified in the Issues Paper. 

3.2 Supporting Aboriginal values and uses- Issues identified by aboriginal communities 

across the basin: 

Any specific-purpose water MUST not come from consumptive water or contribute to the 

consumptive account under the CAP. Releases for renewal activities may have timing impacts 

for irrigators so must be considered. We suggest indigenous claims be treated as a 

government responsibility and government owned water be used to meet the water required, 

if specific-purpose licences are granted.  

 



3.3 Improving water sharing- Environmental water provisions: 

Translucent and transparent flows provide significant access to supplementary water for 

some irrigators and any changes to rules is likely to have impacts. Despite this, MPII believe 

that rules can be improved (such as new trigger points for translucent and transparent 

releases) and these should be investigated, in real consultation with fully informed irrigators.   

Rules governing planned environmental water during periods of water shortage and plan/part 

plan suspension be considered. The need to have the suspension of the WRP written into the 

WRP, as occurred with the WSP during the Millennium Drought, may be of benefit so the 

responsibility does not fall to the Water Minister of the day and may result in a more timely 

response.  

Improving the effectiveness of environmental watering events through: 

 Measurement and re-credit of environmental return flows (planned and licensed 

environmental water). Better measurement of environmental water is required. The 

idea of re-crediting licenced environmental water raises a number of red flags 

specifically that it will change the characteristics of that water and quality. 

Consumptive water does not have the ability to be re-credited so neither should 

environmental water. There is real concern with quality issues with re-credited 

(recycled) water, specifically surrounding reloading the river with salinity and carp 

fingerings and lower dissolved oxygen. 

 Add environmental flows to tributary flows to connect mid-high level creeks and 

wetlands 

 Suspend supplementary take or setting of ‘no take’ periods to protect first peak flows 

within agreed parameters. Suspension of supplementary access is unacceptable. 

 

The need for more flexible end-of-system (EOS) flow targets and setting flow targets along 

the system. MPII have been asking for the EOS flows that go through Darlot be contra'd 

against the requirement for the 300ML/day that is the target at Balranald. Currently 

Murrumbidgee receives no credit for water that leaves the system via Darlot. 

EOS flow targets should be amalgamated and then apportioned to Darlot and Balranald 

appropriately.  

 



3.3 Improving water sharing- improving plan objectives and performance indicators: 

 

A number of the proposed strategies of the draft objectives for the Murrumbidgee surface 

WRP outlined in Appendix 1 of the Issues Paper raises a number of concerns. For example on 

pages 29 & 31 the use of snags, controlling carp and addressing cold water pollution as 

strategies in maintaining and improving native fish numbers has been totally ignored.  

Are the licences on page 30- “provide growth in local water utility licences”, page 31- “provide 

growth in domestic & stock requirements” and “provide access licences for Aboriginal cultural 

use” all new water? Where will these licences come from- They MUST not be part of the SDL 

and consumptive pool. 

Page 32- Objective 1 talks about equitable access to water. Doesn’t a free market equate to 

equitable? 

 

3.3 Improving water sharing- local water utility and town water supply: 

Concern has been raised that ‘critical human needs’ does not include other water-dependent 

assets which are considered critical by communities, for example public parks and gardens. 

Public parks and gardens should NOT be classified under critical needs and should definitely 

not be prioritised over agricultural water. Councils should look at recycling treated waste 

water for parks and gardens.  

 

3.3 Improving water sharing- Supplementary water and uncontrolled/unregulated flows: 

2016 plan requires that clause 51 (3) The taking of water under supplementary water access 

licences will be managed, as far as possible to evenly share access opportunity amongst all 

supplementary water access licences. There is opportunity for better share conditions 

surrounding uncontrolled/unregulated flows and MPII are willing to be involved in the 

development of these. Former special additional supplementary licences should also be 

standardised. 

3.3 Improving water sharing- Limits to the availability of water:                                                                                                                                 

There is room to improve the five kilometre rule such as tie the access to 

supplementary water to water use approvals which would be zone specific. 



3.3 Improving water sharing- System operation rules:                                                                                                                                 

Any changes to rules for improving delivery of planned environmental water, licensed 

environmental water, and uncontrolled flows including supplementary events to maximise 

environmental outcomes must not impact on reliability of water either within the season 

(timing) or total reliability. 

 

3.4 Complying with the Sustainable Diversion Limit (SDL): 

Unlike the method used in the WSP, the MDB Plan ‘unders’ and ‘overs’ method is unproven, 

so MPII are reluctant to support its use.  

MPII believe there is no need to adjust the Long-Term Diversion Limit Equivalent (LTDLE) 

factor for our valley. 

 

3.5 Environmental Watering: 

Must not impact negatively on other licence holders- a negative impact on conveyance is a 

negative impact licence holders. 

 

3.7 Improving Water Quality: 

Blue Green algae is a noteworthy water quality issue for MPII members and impacts on the 

environment. Water NSW should be required through its operating license to modify its 

weir gates to eliminate the outbreaks in the weir pools. Although Environmental Water 

Allowances (EWAs) can be used to mitigate water quality events in extreme events such as 

the Millennium drought, this water may not be available. During extreme events WRP rules 

relating to water quality events may have to be suspended, as they were in the WSP during 

the Millennium Drought. 

 

Thank you for the opportunity to make comment on the Murrumbidgee Water Resource Plan 

Surface Water (SW9) Status and Issues Paper. 

 

Iva Quarisa 

CEO Murrumbidgee Private Irrigators Inc.  


