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A few words from MGI & MPII CEO - Iva Quarisa 

Hello again! It’s been a long time between drinks and for this I am very apologetic. 
Circumstances have conspired against us and the result - no contact! 

There have been a number of changes over the past 18 months. Some of you may 
be aware that Wendy Spencer, after many months undergoing treatment passed 
away  from a brain tumour.  

Wendy was a very dedicated and committed  hard worker for MGI & MPII. Her time 
and efforts with us were much appreciated, not only did Wendy performed the 
treasurer and book keeper role but she was also a fine fill-in for the CEO and Chairs 
when they were not available. Wendy’s wonderful attitude will be missed but her 
memory will remain. 

I am very pleased to inform you that Hayley Wordsworth has agreed to take over 
the responsibility of the books for MGI, MPII and YACTAC.  
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I have recently been engaged as Executive Officer of YACTAC. Having experience in 
management, governance and the irrigation industry allows me to quickly 
understand the requirements of YACTAC.  Part of this role will be to increase       
communication with members and key stakeholders, lifting the profile of YACTAC. 
As such, I will represent YACTAC on various community and government 
committees, promoting YACTAC philosophies. I have already attended meetings 
with IPART, Billabong Yanco Steering Committee, Hon Sussan Ley MP - Member for 
Farrer, and various other stakeholders. I look forward to a productive and 
rewarding experience with YACTAC. 
 

MGI Chair Report - Richard Stott 

We come to the end of another tumultuous year with many ups and downs. I will 
firstly express our condolences to Rock Spencer and all of Wendy’s family. During 
her illness Wendy maintained a very positive attitude and encouraged frank and 
open discussion about her life and loves. She will be greatly missed by all. 

2017 will be an important year for groundwater users, with a review into the 
Murrumbidgee Groundwater Water Sharing Plan. There has been discussion on 
moving the Annual Water Determination from a three year rolling average to five 
years. This is just one of a number of important issues to be sorted in the review. 
DPI Water are keen to have MGI involved in the review and will contacting us in the 
New Year to discuss. 

In June MGI was invited to attend the French/Australian workshop on Qualitative 
Groundwater Management in Montpellier, France on September 29 & 30, 2016. 
MGI was very well represented by past MGI Chair Ken Schuster. Ken’s presentation 
on our experiences and insights into groundwater management was very well 
received and one of the best of the gathering.  MGI helped finance part of the travel 
to France and feel this is just payment for all the hard work that Ken put into MGI 
over the years. 

Finally I wish you all a safe and happy Christmas and new year.  

 

MPII Chair’s report - Murray Shaw & Brendan Barry 

As Iva stated things have not gone smoothly over the past year or so. Apologies for 
there being no AGM in 2015 due to the health issues of Wendy, our Meeting 
Secretary/treasurer. We attended Wendy’s funeral in June and paid our respects to 



Rock and Wendy’s family.  Wendy will be remembered fondly by us all. 

For those who weren’t at the AGM, I stood down as MPII Chair, as I felt it was time for some new and young blood.  I am very 
pleased that Brendan Barry has taken up the position.  He has a solid foundation of water policy knowledge and is a good as-
set for MPII.  I wish Brendan the very best and you all a very happy Christmas and a safe New Year.    Murray 

 

MDBP Matters 

The MPII submission to the Senate Enquiry into the effects on communities of the Basin Plan was one of 399 received. The 
report is due as we write this. Click here to access the submissions. http://www.aph.gov.au/Parliamentary_Business/
Committees/Senate/Murray_Darling_Basin_Plan/murraydarling/Submissions MPII submission is on page 19, submission num-
ber 367. 

There is a move to revisit the Basin Plan and the Water Act, as per our submission to the Senate Enquiry, with some 21 recom-
mendations from stakeholder groups (NSWIC and NIC) being considered by Government, with that process before the Cabi-
net, and the government indicating that they will support most of those recommendations.  You can read the 23 recommen-
dations made in the Report of the Independent Review of the Water Act 2007 - Recommendations and Conclusions (PDF - 
82.08 KB)  

The new CEO of the MDBA, Mr Phillip Glyde will be the organisations fourth CEO in its five year history, indicating that the 
organisation is still trying to discover its place in the management of the Basin. The MDBA continues to listen to and 
employ city-centric bureaucrats with computer models and are confused as to their deviation from the reality experienced in 
stream. There continues to be no-one it seems, employed, with any experience in water management. A condition I would 
have thought pre-eminent on the CV of prospective managers of the country’s largest irrigation body. Mr Glyde has been  
visiting many towns across the Basin, so things are positive. 

MPII continues to support our state and national irrigator bodies with NSWIC and NIC being the first port of call for State and 
Federal politicians wanting information on water issues. MPII can only do this with the continued support of our members.  

On a positive note, it is reported in the press that the CSIRO is considering releasing the Khoi Herpes Virus into the MDB to 
control European Carp. It is reported that this virus has the capacity to kill all the Carp in the system within 72 hours. Yes! It is 
that potent. 

In our submission to the Senate inquiry we stated that any benefit from wetland flooding would only be undone as it played 
into the hands of the carp who only breed in still water. This being the reason for the steep decline in the Carp population 
during the Millennium Drought. It seems the only deterrent to this release occurring is the question "what are we going to do 
with all the dead fish"? The release of this virus would have to coincide with an over-bank event to pick up all fish in the basin, 
or would require each and every waterhole to be infected. All avenues will have to be explored. 

Consultancy Aither has completed an independent report for the Commonwealth Government assessing the impact of climate 
conditions and Government water purchases on water allocation prices in the southern Murray-Darling Basin.  

Aither Director and lead report author, Chris Olszak, said “Aither’s modelling has shown that by contributing to the reduction 
in water supply available for consumptive use, Commonwealth water purchases have increased the annual median water 
allocation price in the southern Murray-Darling Basin”. 

The report is available http://www.aither.com.au/published/ 

 

IPART Water Charges Review Update 

100% of MDBA Cost Share are passed through to users. IPART have undertaken, at WaterNSW and customer request, to    
review MDBA’s costs in relation to pass-through charges.  MDBA are not required to disclose their costs, but have agreed to 
participate in that process and are currently working with IPART.  WaterNSW intent is to clearly identify MDBA charges on 
their invoices as WaterNSW customers have repeatedly requested.    

IPART 2017 Rural Bulk Water Service Pricing Hearing 

MPII & YACTAC were well represented at the recent IPART hearing in Coleambally into the Rural Bulk Water Service for the 
next four year period 2017-2021.   

Two main points came from this hearing, firstly that Water NSW is now a fee for service organisation.  

The second vital issue for us is that WaterNSW accepted the decision to remain at the current fixed:variable ratio of 40:60  
charge system, but are looking at ways to minimise the risk of deficit revenue in low allocation years. In order to achieve this 
they have investigated a new cost allowance (insurance package), which irrigators will have to finance.  
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YACTAC News 
 

Boxthorn and Galvanised Burr Field Day 

YACTAC and the Murray LLS Billabong Yanco Steering Group were funding and delivery partners in a series of four field days 
held to inform landholders of the current methods of reducing Boxthorn and Galvanised Burr infestations. The field days 
were well attended with the final session being held at ‘Oakville’ Conargo. A number of landholders are now investigating the   
removal of these weeds from their properties.  

Southern Valleys Metering Project Update 

At  the  end  of  March 2016,   589 of  around   700 new meter  installations   had  
been installed through the Southern Valleys Metering Project, with 193 installed 
in the Murrumbidgee Valley. 
 
The  project  involves  installing  new,   telemetry-enabled  water  meters  in  the 
Murray, Murrumbidgee and Lower Darling Valleys  as part of the  NSW Metering 
Scheme to improve accuracy and fairness by ensuring the vast  majority of  total 
extractions  in  the regulated,  unregulated river  and  groundwater  systems  are 
metered. 
 
Project information sessions were held for Murrumbidgee groundwater users at 
Hay, Griffith and Darlington Point in 2015 to answer project queries and provide 
an update on installation progress. 
 
Meter verification, validation and accuracy were some of the topics covered and customers also heard from representatives 
of meter manufacturer Pentair; construction contractors Comdain and project manager WaterNSW at the sessions.  
 
WaterNSW senior project manager Jack Chubb said “the sessions involved some vigorous debate and provided WaterNSW 
with valuable customer feedback”. 
 
“Attendees heard about how the meters work, the validation process and the project generally.”  
 

“We were able to explain that with the new flow meters the pipe area with in the meter is rigid and set and it is the flow 
through the pipe which is variable and the speed or velocity of the flow that is measured.” 
 

“We were also able to answer some queries on the accuracy of the new meters by explaining that the new meters are lab test-
ed and certificates of accuracy are provided with each meter.” 
 

“Feedback we received indicated water users want us to maintain transparency by providing more details about exactly how 
meters are tested and verified.” 
 

Details provided on project webpage: 
www.waternsw.com.au/projects/metering/southern-valleys-metering-project 
 
On the Horizon 

In the coming year we are looking to continue to represent and have influence in the WaterNSW Customer Service Committee 
process and the Water Resource Planning process for the Murrumbidgee. Our ongoing input to and information from both 
NSW Irrigators Council and National Irrigators Council will be a key part of our activity for 2017. 

I would also like to wish Murray Shaw all the best and on behalf of our members thank Murray for his many years of service to 
Murrumbidgee Private Irrigators and to the irrigation industry in the Murrumbidgee more broadly, I can confirm they are 
large shoes to fill.    Brendan Barry 
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NRM Works 

YACTAC maintain their facilitation of natural resource management actions for the creek system. In the past 12 months   
YACTAC have been involved in a number of co-funding opportunities with state and local government.   We have continued 
on the willow eradication program, stepped into aquatic weeds management and looked for opportunities to improve water 
management within the system.  
 
Aboriginal Information Board 

YACTAC have been involved in coordinating a program with the local aboriginal community. The project involves the creation 
of an information board which will cover local aboriginal history and be located at the Jerilderie Lake centre. The proposal is 
to also create an app which will contain more detailed information. Local aboriginals are driving the content of the            
information board and app. The unveiling of the information board will be at the Elder’s Day in May 2017. This project has 
been co-funded by Murray LLS and YACTAC.  
 
Water Management 2016-17 Season 

Recently a survey was emailed to YACTAC members requesting information for proposed summer irrigation requirements. 
The results have been forwarded to WaterNSW to assist in the coordination of water delivery. If you did not respond to the 
survey and have significant plantings over the summer it may be prudent to personally inform WaterNSW or contact YACTAC 
to pass on this information. It is hoped with improved communication between landholders and WaterNSW, lead times can 
be reduced and water delivery improved.  
 
Water orders for January and February should be submitted to WaterNSW now, to ensure delivery over the summer period 
and avoid shortages.  
 
IPART Review – YCS Levy 

A presentation was made to IPART in Coleambally along with representation in Sydney, followed by various written submis-
sions, as requested by IPART, for the next pricing determination period from 1 July 2017. The turnaround of submissions was 
on strict deadlines with a lot of communication back and forth during the last month. IPART recommendations will be    
handed down in April 2017 with a short opportunity for feedback before final decisions are reached.  
 
Organisational Changes 

Kate Stephan has stepped down from YACTAC to pursue maternal obligations. We wish Kate all the best and thank her for 
her contribution to YACTAC.  
 
Welcome to Tanya Thompson who has taken on the role of YACTAC Executive Officer. Tanya resides in Finley and had been 
working in education for 15 years, teaching Business Administration and Management before moving into the bulk irrigation 
field for the past two years. Tanya has a number of networking contacts and a knowledge of management, governance and 
irrigation. Her knowledge will be a valuable asset to YACTAC. Tanya will be doing much of the YACTAC leg work, assisting in 
lifting our profile in strategic areas and representing our beliefs across all land and water connections.  
 
Contact details for Tanya are: m. 0408 833 801   /   t. 03 5883 3830   /   e. yactac.tanya@outlook.com 
 
Sussan Ley Meeting 

YACTAC representatives met with Sussan Ley to discuss SDL projects, mainly the Yanco Creek Offtake. Our position was    
clearly stated to Ms Ley who then made contact with Minister Niall Blair on YACTACs behalf. We are expecting further      
consultation in the near future.  
 
Black Water – Dissolved Oxygen 

Due to the recent flood event YACTAC, in partnership with Jerilderie Fishing Club, undertook the task of monitoring dissolved 
oxygen readings in the Billabong and Forest Creeks. This information was forwarded to OEH and WaterNSW to enable them 
to make informed decisions about the input of fresh water, during the recession of the flood, in order to mitigate the effect 
of black water and fish kills. The Yanco Creek also experienced severe low levels of dissolved oxygen and the Yanco Creek will 
be monitored in future events.  
 
Water Toolkit 

RGA have produced a booklet covering facts all irrigation      
landholders should be aware of and YACTAC have a few copies              
of this booklet available to members. Please contact Tanya if 
you would like a copy . 

 


