
 
 
 

 
 
 
21 January, 2015 

 
 
 
Dr Rhondda Dickson  

Chief Executive 

MDBA 

GPO Box 1801 

CANBERRA CITY 2601 

 

 

Re: Draft Murrumbidgee Reach Report - Constraints Management Strategy 
 

 

Dear Dr. Dickson,  

 

Murrumbidgee Private Irrigators Inc. is very disappointed that the information being 

provided in the draft Murrumbidgee Reach Report - Constraints Management Strategy fails 

the local reality test. It is full of erroneous and subjective assessments that are driven by 

unproven theories and concepts. Take for instance figure 4 on page 12 of the report which 

uses “hypothetical flow curve…” figures rather than utilising the available and accurate real 

time figures on river flows - something this organisation finds beyond belief.  

 

Similarly, the data underlying the claim that the river is in poor ecological condition is no 

more than guesswork. There is no accurate supporting data regarding fish or other in-

stream environmental activity. The research completed has been minimal and is of no more 

than "snapshot in time" relevance.   

 

We also challenge the contentions made in the Draft Report in regard to over-bank flows 

and their interaction with the floodplain.  The importance of the flood plain to the river 

ecosystem and the part that river storages play in contributing to the demise of flood plain 

activity is grossly overstated. All the existing models of river behaviour show the impact of 

storages on over-bank flows in the Murrumbidgee is around 25% or less. Within that figure, 

the range is between 1 and 100%, so the more realistic and practical figure that should be 

used to describe the impact of the water storages in over-bank flows is around 10%. The 

remaining 90% is governed by tributary inflows downstream of the storages which still 

provide significant connectivity between the flood plain and the river. Any enhancement of 

the altered over-bank flows will have a minimal impact on river ecosystems. We realise that 

trying to deal with this issue is difficult when IQQM was developed using data that prior to 

the 1980's was in a monthly time step and that converting it to a daily time step is 

mathematical guess work, however we do not accept that this is the best that can be done 

to more accurately model impacts.   
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Dams generally fill up with small tributary inflows and snow melt in the winter months, so a 

cursory glance at rainfall averages will tell you that the higher rainfall regions are on the 

south west slopes which are west of the Murrumbidgee dam catchments. The fact that in 

the last 15 years virtually none of the over-bank flows were influenced by the 

storages proves that the impact of dams is overstated. In addition, the minimal number of 

over bank flows indicates that their contribution has a minor impact on the ecosystem. The 

simple reason we do not get a lot of over bank flows is that it doesn't rain enough in the 

required time span to provide sufficient flow volumes. It has very little to do with river 

regulation. 

 

It is this organisation's view that there will be nothing meaningful achieved until such time 

as the authorities recognise the practical reality of how the river operates and we find 

practical and realistic means of improving the river ecosystems - within the current 

regulated and developed river environment. This involves engineering and manufacturing of 

solutions such as pumping and diverting water by means such as weirs. Engineered “over 

bank flows” through large environmental releases from the storages are not the cure-all for 

solving perceived environmental problems. There continues to be a stance against 

regulation of rivers by dams and weirs within the environmental lobby which seems to be 

supported by the Authority's approach to constraints management strategy.  River 

regulation has had positive impacts on the ecosystem. The continuous flows have 

maintained marine and land based species that would have virtually disappeared had there 

been no water available during the last drought  

There are other factors affecting the health of the river, such as European carp, which have 

seriously impacted the river ecosystem since the mid 1970's. It was not until the millennium 

drought and the lack of over-bank flows that their numbers decrease to manageable levels. 

With the floods in 2010 and 2012 their numbers have again started to increase.  Yet these 

factors appear to be largely ignored by the MDBA and the environmental agencies. 

 

The “no engineering solutions to environmental problems” stance taken by many 

environmental groups is in our view extremely shortsighted. As an organisation we are very 

pleased that the NSW Office of Environment & Heritage are open to using engineering 

solutions to deliver environmental water. This was demonstrated by pumping water via the 

Kerarbury Station facility into Yarada Lagoon recently and we see this as a positive step 

forward. 

 

Regarding river operation, we fail to see the value in the current flow regime of around 

5000ML/Day which has been maintained for the past 3 months or so, with only a couple of 

short respites. Even without generating engineered over-bank flows Darlington Point and 

other river communities on the Murrumbidgee have endured 3rd party impacts of river 

management decisions.  The Darlington Point community has been negatively impacted - 

through loss of the amenity of their river beach over the holiday period. Many people 

ventured to the river over the Christmas/New year period, but had no access to the beach 

due to high water levels. The Murrumbidgee River is supposed to be a working river 

providing benefit to irrigators, the environment and to local communities so it is 

disappointing that the current water level may continue to preclude access to the river for 

local communities and tourists through the Australia Day Long week-end as well.  

 

In summary, it is time for the MDBA to start giving a balanced and accurate assessment of 

both problems and solutions to constraints in the Murrumbidgee. The Authority needs to 



stop relying on popular theories and substituting hypotheticals and modeling to circumvent 

the facts. 

 

The information above and other feedback from this and other organisations on river 

management has been provided to the MDBA for a number of years and yet it has been 

continually ignored. We ask again, please stop wasting time and money and start addressing 

the real issues with real information and real solutions, involving local communities.   

 

 

Yours sincerely, 

 

 

Murray Shaw  

Chairman MPII 

 

CC: The Hon Greg Hunt MP, Minister for the Environment 

       The Hon, Barnaby Joyce MP, Minister for Agriculture  

       The Hon Joe Hockey MP, Treasurer  

       The Hon Bob Baldwin MP, Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister for the Environment 

       Mr Paul Doyle, MDBA 


